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round us, every one of whom bowed and ac-
quiesced in these words.

For vears, the Saints admit that nothing had
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come of this revelation; that it was kept a secret
from the world; two things having to be seen
before such a dogma could be openly proclaimed
in the Church: (first) how it would be received
by the great masses of the Saints at home and
abroad; and (second) how it would be regarded
by the American courts of law. To ascertain how
it would be welcomed by the Saints, sermons were
preached and poetry was composed. Female mis-
sionaries called on the people to repent of their
sins, and return to the principles of patriarchal
life. Every Sarai was encouraged to bring forth
her Hagar. A religious glow ran through the
Mormon society, and the whole body of Saints
declared for publishing the command from Grod
to Joseph in favour of taking to his bosom a
plurality of wives.

Two thousand elders came together in the New
Jerusalem, and after bearing a discourse from
Orson Pratt, and a speech from Brigham Young,
they received and adopted the revelation, (August
29,1852); a remarkable date in the history of their